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The Most Important Key In Rearing Children to Live
For the Lord
Part Two

Malachi 4:5-6, “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to
the children, and the heart of the children to ther fathers, lest | come and smite the
earth with a curse.”

| said last time, Kim and | are at the time of dife where we are looking back to see
what we did wrong and right in the rearing of ounildren. Of course, over time, dealing
with people, and the study of God’s Word we keearteng more. What could we have
done differently? Where did we make mistakes? ¥jwod things did we accomplish?
Last time we said the most important issue in cinddring is toget the heartof the child
andkeep the heartof the child, Proverbs 23:26. Unfortunately, madigristian parents
have never heard this or do not understand the napce of it.

Over the more than 30 years | have been a Christinave seen more fear in the lives of
parents on this subject of child rearing than amglelse. | have also seen more
confusion, pain, and disaster relating to this thagthing else. The devil has done a
good job here because most Christian parents &eeytonfused on the issue. Many
Pastors are also confused on the issue. More @rildrow up in Christian homes and do
not serve the Lord than do grow up and serve thelLdn fact, the statistics are
staggering.



Malachi 4:6, “And he shall turthe heart of the fathersto the children, anthe heart of
the children to their fathers...”

Rebellion in a child is not normal, it is SataniEphesians 6:6, “.doing the will of God
from the heart”. If you do not have the child’s heart, you have fiaential for
rebellion and terrible horrible things occur whévat happens. The one who has the
child’s heart will eventually have his life and Hizyalty.

| hope you noticed the matter in Malachi 4:6 abtwrhing the heart of the children to
their fathers. Whoever has the heart will evenlpibbive the child. Folks, there are four
things about the heart that are very important:

Pray for and ask God daily to give you your childieart.
The heart can be lost.

The heart can be hardened.

The heart can be stolen.
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ltems two through four is the pattern a child galesough to rebellion and it happens in
that order. Children will not give their heartstioeir parents (remember your goal in life
as a parent is to get and keep their heart) uhgéltsee their parents as just, Luke 1:17,
“to the wisdom of the just”. The number one chasaistic of wisdom is justice. When
parents are seen by children as being just, therckildren feel free to trust their hearts to
the parents. Then “the disobedient (children Lak&7) becomes open to the wisdom of
the just”.

Young people are not ready for God to work in thiegarts until their hearts are turned

from themselves to their parents. When a teenggés right with his parents, he finds it
easy to get right with God at the same time. Higdest problem in surrendering to the
Lord is surrendering his heart, will, and emotidonshis parents.

Listen carefully; a parent who is led by his or lenotions will lead their children into
sin every time. What | am talking about here isigitrated in the Bible with the story of
Absalom and David in Il Samuel 13-15. Because [ddust Absalom’s heart, his heart
was hardened and he rebelled against his fathawnidsurely did not understand the
damage he had done to the heart of his child.alt,fhe ignored him. Absalom in turn
stole the hearts of the people and turned theirtsesgainst David. (Il Samuel 15:1-6).
What a story of pain, agony, and disaster. Thees#&ype of story is played out in many
Christian homes with some variation. Fglkemember the heart of every spiritual
problem is a matter of the heart.

One of the most important statements | can makbigs The key ingredient is to get
the child’s heart early and to keep their heart. Dan't lose their heart and if you do,
find out where you lost it quickly. Go get it back quickly no matter what it takes to
getit. A little later in this series | will talk abouturning around a rebellious child and
how you get the child’s heart back. It can be ddfree parent understands the matter of
the heart and is willing to pay the price to do it.




Hebrews 3:10, ..."they do always err in their hearT’he reason that most children who
grow up in Christian homes do not live for God etparents do not have the heart of the
child or they had the heart of the child and thegtithe heart of the child.

When we see defiance and rebellion we really doummterstand what is going on
underneath everything. You have lost the heathefchild at this point! | can hear some
one now say, why did I lose it? We will cover thatittle later.

Why is it such a big deal about the heart? Therheantrols everything about the life. It
is much like the physical heart which is the mogalorgan of the body. You could lose
your leg or arm and live...but that is not true ottheart!

Folks, the word heart (spiritual) occurs about 9des in the Word of God. If you lose
their heart, you lose their respect. If you hakeit heart, you can teach them and protect
them. Remember, whoever has the heart eventuaByttme child.

| have seen many hearts of young people get statehthe parents do not even know it!
Years ago, a young lady in our church was going imér senior year of high school. Her
mother called me one afternoon and asked if sheNday could come by and see me.
We set up a time, and they came by. Mary and hetlvar were in tears, as mom
explained she and her husband were going away ¥egek on an anniversary cruise.
She stated that she and her husband had had seeeradrsations with Mary about
staying home alone. Mom stated, “We want Mary tayswith you and Kim for the

week, because we cannot trust her”. At this pditairy and mom were bawling. | found
myself on the horns of a dilemma. Mary had no et in staying with us for a week.
She also had no interest in obeying her father@mather. You understand at this point
mom and dad had lost the heart of their daughterdid not know it. Of course, mom
and dad were concerned because of the behavidreafdaughter who grew up in church
and had gone to a Christian school all her life.

| asked mom why she did not trust her daughter, ladanswer was revealing, “Because
| do not trust what | have seen with her and hey beend”. Mary had had a boy friend
since she was a freshman in high school. Of cgutgs was acceptable behavior with
the parents and kids in the Christian school shenated even though her Pastor had
spoke and showed from the Bible many times thdsgnd boys do not need to be
involved at this point because they will give thagart to each other. When that happens
the parents are in trouble and the child is in gpal trouble.

Mary stayed with us that week. It was a difficweek and it sought to only push her
farther away from the heart of her parents to tkar of her boy friend. Her heart was
now hardened and therefore it was stolen by herfobepd. This was a young man who
grew up in a Christian home and in a Christian smhdHe told her, “She did not have to
listen to her parents or her PastoREBELLION! Mom and Dad still did not see it
when | explained what the problem was. They warttemdr daughter to be socially
acceptable. They lost their daughter. Disastg@pesed when mom and dad encouraged



her to go to a Bible College when she graduatetle ®anted to be with her boy friend
and he had her heart. The sadness is many Chrigtigent’s think it is cute when in fact
it goes against the matter of the heart. The phis family suffered was immense. Of
course, the parents blew me off when | told themewlshe was in®@grade that this was
a recipe for a disaster. Many times they heardpreach about this and felt it did not
apply to them and their home. They some how thaulgay were different. They did not
understand that the heart is a very delicate matter

Folks, that is the reason why the world all aroursdis working to tie the hearts of
children with a whole bunch of things, | John 2:15he world is continually trying to tie
the heart of the child to the babysitter, frientidevision, school teachers, cartoon
figures, sports stars, and rock stars.

Satan also uses the boy friend-girl friend crazet&al the hearts of the children from the
parent’'s permanently.

The sadness in our day is how utterly blinded ptseme. They encourage their 13, 14,
15, and 16 year olds to look for boy friends and giends. We must teach them that the
heart is a delicate matter and they sogjive their hearts andemotions to only one
person in life. Itis no wonder the Christian home is in suchass.

| have had many parents ask me, “When the disastiée place what happened?” At the
time if you explained it to them they would get agat you and it is your fault. Or even
if you explain it to them when the disaster hiteyhstill are mad and angry and unwilling
to see the need and what they must do to get ttfeid’s heart back. They believe they
have done what they could do. They are angry beedleir heart is broken over the
rebellion of their child, the behavior of their ¢thj and the lack of spiritual interest of
their child.

The heart can be lost. Many parents violate thly oegative command in the Bible in
respect to their children and they lose the chiloéart. Folks, | guarantee you if you
violate this command you will lose the child’s heamhat command is in Ephesians 6:4,
“And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrati The word wrath means a strong
desire to avenge. Folks, the biggest way the parkrse the heart of their child is
through the ungodly anger of one or both of thegréis. The companion verse to this is
in Colossians 3:21. Ungodly anger discourages klcBiome other companion verses
are: Ephesians 4:26-27, James 1:20, Psalm 37:&ti@as 5:19-20 and Ephesians 4:31
which says;Let ALL wrath and anger....be put away from you...”

So many parents display anger in the home. Thklchay do what you say because they
are afraid of you, but their heart is moving awagrh you. Ephesians 4:32 says, “And be
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted....” Does yahiid see you as kind and
tenderhearted or as an angry person?

There is no place for ungodly anger in the Christian life especially with your wife,
husband, and your children! We are to be controll@l by the Spirit, Ephesians 5:18.




Being angry in an ungodly manner is not being cotrolled by the Spirit! There is
no justification for it.

| do not know how many times | have heard a teeat ia rebellious tell me, but dad
comes home and he is just mad all the time.

We have many missionaries come to our church. Mafrthhe missionaries who come to
our church you do not meet until they arrive. lteia how they interact with their
children, wife, and husband. | have seen someyasiff and rebellious children. Itis a
recipe for disaster in the ministry and in theimhe.

One of the first things | ask a parent who is hayafifficulty with their child is, “Do you
see yourself with an angry spirit?” The answerlwell you immediately. | have had
people who got mad trying to tell me they did n@ive an angry spirit!

On one occasion, | had been counseling a coupleiamital problems and the children
were in rebellion. | stopped by the home unannathand heard yelling and screaming.
| knocked on the door and one of the children let mwith rolling eyes. The father was
on the phone with the mother and both were yellifidqne husband handed me the phone
and said, “See what | have to deal with?” | lisgehfor a minute and heard some awful
language and screaming and then | said the motinarise. She immediately stopped
and her whole disposition changed. Later in onéhefcounseling sessions with the 12
year old boy, he said, “Pastor, | wish they wouldj stop yelling at each other and us.
They are always mad!” This couple is now divorcedsolved in immoral relationships,
drugs, and their children have been immoral anained in drugs. They would not
listen when they were told anger was destroyingrthearriage and their children.

You may say | do not get angry that often. Let ask you this, if you lived by a volcano
how would you feel about it if it only erupted eweonce in awhile?There is no place

at all at any time for ungodly anger in your home a the Christian life, Ephesians
4:31. The heart is much too delicate to survive the catstrophic situation of the

anger of the parents. | have found that anger is &in that many Christians justify,
and do not understand the damage they are doing sptually and in every other way
to their wife, husband, and children.

In the next article we will see what anger doeswtibe Bible describes it, and how to
deal with it. In conclusion, | want to give yougen things | have found that cause
parents to lose the heart of the child. Rememttet anger is by far the most often
problem and is a variable in some of these:

Criticizing unjustly.
Speaking to them harshly.
Teasing excessively.

Too high of expectations.
Insulting them publicly.
Not communicating
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7. Not spending time with them.
Remember folks, the heart issue happens in therdnol@nted out.

1. Heart can be lost.
2. Heart can be hardened.
3. The heart is then available to be stolen.
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